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DETAILED ACTION 
Office Action Introduction 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendments of 5/15/2006. In making the 
below rejections and/or objections the examiner has considered and addressed each of 
the applicants arguments. Claims 1-10 are pending, claims 1-10 are under current 
consideration. Claim 1 has been amended. New Claims 7-10 have been added. 

Response to Amendment 

2. The objection to the title is hereby withdrawn in view of applicant's amendments. 

3. The amendments to the Specification (Abstract) are improper. The abstract of the 
disclosure is objected to because the next abstract text does not show all the changes 
relative to the previous version. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). Proper 
amendments that are in Compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 (b)(1)(H) require that the full text 
of any replacement be provided with markings to show all the changes relative to the 
previous version. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 5/15/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. As shown in Figure 4 of Seo (Korean Publication KR 2002-013355) the 
upper shell 143 includes a part 145, which is formed on the upper shell to increase the 
rigidity of upper shell 143 and in particular portion 143c. As disclosed by the applicant 
part 41 is analogous to 143c (Seo '355), because 41 is welded to the shell and is rigid. 
The crankshaft stopper/dampening unit of Seo ('355) is located at a position very similar 
to the dampening unit (as shown in applicant's disclosed IDS, Patent Application 
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Publication number US2001/0021350 A1). The crankshaft stopper/dampening unit of 
Seo ('355) has the structure and location as disclosed by the applicant. While features 
of an apparatus may be recited either structurally or functionally, claims directed to an 
apparatus must be distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure rather than 
function, because apparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device. Thus, if 
a prior art structure is capable of performing the intended use as recited in the 
preamble, or elsewhere in a claim, then it meets the claim. The crankshaft 
stopper/dampening unit is capable of being used as a noise dampener as it has the 
structure and position claimed by the applicant. It is further noted that Applicant's IDS 
has the motivation for providing a dampening unit at that location and only thing that 
was lacking was the structure as claimed by the applicant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, rqore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Seo 
(Korean Publication Number 2002013355). 

Seo ('355) discloses a hermetic compressor (Shown in Figure 1) that has a hermetic 
casing (140, figure 1) to house a drive unit (Shown in Figure 1) to generate drive power 
(Shown in Figure 1) and a compression unit (120, Shown in Figure 1) to suck and 
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compress the refrigerant gas and a damping unit (The top most embossed section 
shown in Figure 1, 145 and 143c). With respect to applicants amendment "coupled to 
the casing" the crankshaft stopper/dampening unit of Seo ('355) is connected to the 
casing, Seo ('355) further discloses that the casing of the hermetic compressor 
comprises of lower (141, Figure 1) and bottom (143, Figure 1) parts and had 1 damping 
unit (As shown in Figure 1). In addition, Seo ('355) discloses that the damping unit has 
a mounting part and elastic support part as shown in Figures 2 and 3. Mounting part is 
the raised outer edge that connects upper shell (143) and the portion (145) and it is 
integrally formed to elastically support the structure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kim 

(US Patent application publication US2001/0021350 A1) in view of Seo (Korean 

Publication Number 200201 3355). 

Kim discloses a hermetic compressor (As shown in Figure 1), comprising: a hermetic 
casing (10) to house therein a drive unit to generate a drive power and a compression 
unit to suck and compress a gas refrigerant by use of the drive power output from the 
drive unit (Page 2, Column 1, Detailed description of the preferred embodiment); and a 
damping unit (40) to elastically support the hermetic casing with predetermined 
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elasticity, thus changing a resonant frequency of the hermetic casing; wherein the 
hermetic casing comprises upper and lower casing parts assembled into a single body 
(Upper and lower shells 1 1 and 12), and the damping unit is provided at, at least one of 
the upper and lower casing parts (Figure 1); wherein the damping unit comprises: a 
mounting part at which the damping unit is mounted to the hermetic casing (Crankshaft 
stopper 50); and an elastic support part provided in a state of being elastically deformed 
to elastically support the hermetic casing (Combination of 40 and 50); wherein the 
mounting part (50) of the damping unit is mounted to the hermetic casing through a spot 
welding process (Page 2 Column 2, discloses that 40 is adhered to shell 11 by welding); 
wherein the elastic support part (42) comprises a flange part projected in a direction to a 
length which exceeds a plane aligned with a surface of the mounting part (Figure 2 and 
3), the flange part thus elastically supporting the hermetic casing in the state of being 
elastically deformed. Kim does not disclose an elastic support part that comprises of a 
wing part to connect the flange part to the mounting part, the wing part being rounded in 
a direction opposite to a projected direction of the flange part. Seo ('355) discloses an 
elastic support part that comprises of a wing part (145) to connect the flange part (ends 
of part 145 as Shown in Figure 4) to the mounting part (143c), the wing part being 
rounded in a direction opposite to a projected direction of the flange part (Figure 4) and 
the said elastic part includes two rounded wing parts (Figure 4) extending in opposite 
directions. At the time of invention was made, it would have been obvious, to one of 
ordinary skill in the art, to use the teachings of Kim to design a noise dampener in view 
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of the shape of stopper/dampener as disclosed by Seo ('355) to come up with a design 
that is easier to install and manufacture. 

Conclusion 

1. Claims 1-10 are rejected. 

2. No Claims are allowed. 

New Grounds of Rejection Non-final 
Since new grounds of rejection have been made, this office action is being made non- 
final to afford the applicant the opportunity to respond to the new grounds of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vikansha S. Dwivedi whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7834. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy S. Thorpe can be reached on 571-272-4444. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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